5S4                            LIFE IN THE GUPTA

to live, for he observes that they had "to keep matted hair, to
perform Agnthdtra sacrficea, to sleep on the bare earth, to wear
black deer skin, to live in solitary places, to sustain themselves on
water, esculent roots, Nivdra crop and fruits, and to refuse to accept
alms, to bathe thrice in the day, to observe vows and to adoro the
gods and the guests/'1 In spite of some apparent similarities in the
duties of the Brahmacarin and the forest-dweller, these faint sidelights
on domestic life appear to throw some light on some aspects of
Agrahara life in this period.

In such a Brahmana village lived the Brahmanas in a way some
features of which have fortunately been preserved for us in. the
works of Bana, who probably lends a touch of idealism to the
picture which has been created evidently from a contemporary
atmosphere. In all probability Baiia describes what he calls a penance
grove (tapovana) in a forest but there is hardly any reason to
doubt that the life which he depicts could hardly have been far
different from, the one which the Brahmanas must have lod in their
agraharas. "Its precincts," he says, "were filled by munis entering on
all sides, followed by pupils murmuring the Vedas, and bearing fuel,
kusa grass, flowers, and earth. There the sound of the filling of the
pitchers was eagerly heard by the peacocks; there appeared, as it
were, a bridge to heaven under the guise of smoke waving to exalt to
the gods the muni race while yet in the body by fires satisfied with
the ceaseless offering of ghee; all round were tanks with their waves
traversed by lines of sunbeams stainless as though from contact

with the hermits they rested upon......the hermitage received homage

from woodland creepers with their tops bent by the wind, and from
the trees with their ever-falling blossoms, and was worshipped by
trees with the anjali of interlaced boughs; parched grain was
scattered in the yards round the huts, and the fruit of the
myrobalan, lavati, jujube, banana, bread-tree, mango, paqasa, (jack-
fruit) and palm pressed on each other; the young Brahmanas were
eloquent in reciting the Vedas; the parrot race was garrulous with
the prayer of oblation that they leaxnt by hearing it incessantly;
the Subrahmanya2 was recited by many a maind; the balls of rice
offered to the deities were devoured by the cocks of the forest, and
the offering of wild rice was eaten by the young kalahamsas of the
tanks close by. The eating-places of the sages were protected from
pollution by ashes cast round them. The fire for the munis homa

1 Kamandafca, cp* city vs. 27-28, pp. 21-22, text, Ibid., vs. 24-25, p, 33.
8 The commentary explains it as ' Veda.1